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More Afghan Children Die in Raids I Pakistani Killed in Afghanistan 


Dec 10 th —The US 

military in Afghanistan 
has revealed that six 
children died in a raid on 
suspected militants in 
the eastern province of 
Paktia last week. 

News of the deaths 
came shortly after the 
US apologised for killing 
nine children in a 
separate' raid in the 
neighbouring province of 
Ghazni. About 2,000 
troops backed by Afghan 
forces are pursuing 
militants in the south¬ 
east in a land and air 
assault. 

US officials have warned 
they will not be deterred 
by civilian casualties. A 
US spokesman, 

Lieutenant Colonel Bryan 
Hiiferty, told reporters in 
Kabul on Wednesday 
that the crushed bodies 
of the six children were 
found at a compound 20 
kilometres (12 miles) 
east of Gardez, in Paktia 
Province. 

Two adults' bodies were 
also found when ground 
forces searched the area 
on Saturday. 

He said there had been 
no indication that 
civilians were at the 


scene before US forces 
launched their raid and he 
suggested the victims 

were partly to blame for 
being at a site used by 
militants to store 

munitions. 

"In this incident, if non- 
combatants surround 
themselves with 

thousands of weapons 
and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition and howitzers 

and mortars, in a 

compound known to be 
used by a terrorist, we 
are not completely 
responsible for the 
consequences," he said. 
The raid was launched in 
the belief that a 
suspected militant, Mullah 
Jilani, was staying in the 
compound. 

When troops arrived they 
did not find the suspect 
but made nine other 
arrests, a US spokesman 
said. US Defence 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld has defended 
the aggressive pursuit of 
militant leaders in 
Afghanistan, saying the 
Pentagon is equally happy 
to capture or kill them. 

The US military earlier 
admitted mistakenly 
killing nine children in an 
air attack on Saturday 


against another 

suspected militant in 
Ghazni Province. "I can't 
guarantee that we will 
not injure more civilians," 
said Lieutenant Colonel 
Hiiferty, adding: "I wish I 
could". 

During the Ghazni raid, 
an A-10 ground attack 
aircraft opened fire at a 
figure thought to be that 
of a militant leader, 
Mullah Wazir. 

The identity of the man 
killed along with the 
children has been 
disputed with villagers 
saying he was a local 
labourer while the 
intended target had left 
the area days before the 
attack. 

The deaths of the children 
brought widespread 
condemnation abroad 
with Afghan officials 
warning that such 
"mistakes" risked 

undermining the US- 
backed Afghan 

Government. One of 
Afghanistan's vice 

presidents, Hadyat Amin 
Arsala, told the BBC that 
the Afghan Government 
understood the need to 
fight terrorism but, he 
added: "We are paying a 
heavy price." 


Dec 9--Officials in 
Afghanistan say a 
Pakistani engineer has 
been killed and an 
Afghan worker 

wounded in an incident 
in the province of 
.Ghazni. 

The engineer was 
working on 

construction projects in 


the area for a Pakistani 
organisation. 

A spokesman for the 
governor of the Ghazni 
province told the BBC 
that five armed men have 
been arrested in 
connection with 

Monday's attack. 

A spokesman for the 
Taleban has denied 


reports that they were 
involved. 

The road from Kabul to 
Kandahar has been the 
target of several recent 
attacks. 

In the latest, two Indian 
engineers were 

kidnapped nearby on 
Saturday by suspected 
Taleban fighters. 


Iraq Car Bomb Injures 58 Troops 







Dec 9"—Fifty-eight 
American soldiers and 
at least three Iraqis 
have been hurt in 
northern Iraq in a 
suicide car bombing 
outside a US army 
base, the army says. 


• fc* ta?l 

A spokesman for the 
101.st Airborne 

Division said the 
explosion happened at 
a base in Tal Afar, west 
of Mosul. 

Soldiers guarding the 
base fired on a vehicle 


that had failed to stop, 
said spokesman Major 
Trey Cate. A US 
helicopter, meanwhile, 
had to make an 
emergency landing 
after being fired on 
over Falluja. west of 
Baghdad. 

"The helicopter was 
forced to make a hard 
landing - a controlled 
landing," said US 
Central Command 
spokesman Major 
Peter J Mitchell. 


Indonesia Handed Jl Suspects Mis Okt Afghan 


2 


V 


Pakistan has handed 
over to Jakarta six 
Indonesian men 

accused of belonging to 
the militant group 
Jemaah Islamiah, 

including the brother of 
Hambali, its suspected 
operations chief. 

The six were studying 
in Karachi when police 
arrested them more than 
two months ago. 

Officials said they had 
not been charged with 
any crime in Pakistan, 
but that the Indonesian 
authorities wanted to 
question them. 


They were among 19 
students who were 
captured by Pakistani 
security officials during 
different raids on Islamic 
schools in September. 

The other 13 were 
extradited to Malaysia 
last month. 

Malaysian police said on 
Wednesday that five of 
those students had been 
ordered to be detained in 
prison for two years. The 
other eight have been 
released, although four 
have had their 
movements limited. 

The authorities accuse 


Hambali's brother, 

Rusman Gunawan. of 
running JI operations in 
Pakistan. 

JI is suspected of 
carrying out a string of 
bombings in the region, 
including that which 
targeted Bali in October 
2002. 

Hambali was arrested in 
Thailand in August and 
is currently in US 
custody at an 
undisclosed location. 

There are hundreds of 
foreign students 

studying in Karachi’s 
Islamic seminaries. 

The government has 
cracked down on them and 
many foreign students 
have been forced to leave 
because they did not have 
permission from their 
governments to study in 
Pakistan. 


| KABUL (Reuters) - A senior 
j U.N. official said on Tuesday 
next year's inaugural 
| elections in Afghanistan may 
have to be postponed until 
conditions were right, as the 
U.S. warned that a 
resurgent Taliban was 
poised to step up attacks. 

The U.N. Special 
Representative to the war- 
shattered country, Lakhdar 
Brahimi, said if security 
improved to a reasonable 
level, it would be possible to 
hold presidential elections 
"by the end of next 

summer." 

But he said if the conditions 
were not right, the polls, 

supposed to take place next 
June, should be delayed. 

"Elections are extremely 

important, absolutely 

indispensable, but they have 
got to take place at a time 
and in a manner that they 
do contribute to an 
improvement in the 
situation," said Brahimi, an 
architect of Afghanistan's 
2001 peace plan. 

"If you do them at the 
wrong time and in the 
wrong manner, beware that 
they do not take you 
backward." 

Around 50J delegates will 
gather in Kabul this 
weekend for a Loya Jirga or 
grand assembly, which is 
expected to take several 


weeks to finalize a 
constitution to take 
Afghanistan to next year's 
first presidential elections. 
But security fears hang over 
the crucial assembly. 
The U.S. warned that 
militants from the ousted 
Taliban regime, Osama bin 
Laden's al Qaeda network 
and the Hezb-i-Islami 
organization of renegade 
warlord Gulbuddin 

Hekmatyar, would try to 
disrupt the meeting. 

"I anticipate increased efforts 
on the part of those forces," 
U.S. ambassador Zalmay 
Khalilzad said in Kabul. "We 
anticipate that they will try to 
be more active to go after the 
Loya Jirga-related activities." 
But Khalilzad said the 
assembly would go ahead, 
and said authorities would 
remain "very focused" to 
ensure security. 

The Taliban have dismissed 
the Loya Jirga as a U.S.- 
sponsored "charade," and 
warned that anyone attending 
deserved to die. 
Afghanistan has been rocked 
by a new wave of violence in 
the run-up to the Loya Jirga, 
with a series of incidents 
ranging from a bomb blast in 
the southern city of Kandahar 
last Saturday that wounded 
18 people to the kidnap of 
two Indians working on the 
U.S.-funded road project. 
In another incident Monday 


night, a Pakistani engineer 
working to rebuild schools 
was shot dead on the same 
road. 

As part of its biggest ever 
drive against Islamic 
militants, the U.S. launched 
an airborne assault in Khost 
province on Tuesday. 


The U.S. 
"Operation 


military says 
Avalanche," 


which was launched at the 


weekend, is aimed at 
denying sanctuary to 
militants throughout 

southern and eastern 
Afghanistan. 

U.S.-led forces have been 
concentrating activities along 
the border with Pakistan, an 
ally in the U.S.-led war on 
terror which U.S. and Afghan 
officials say militants have 
nevertheless been able to 
use as a haven from which 
to plan and launch attacks. 

U.S. troops from the 501st 
parachute infantry regiment 
were flown in by helicopter 
to the mountains of Khost 
close to the Pakistani border, 
after intelligence reports that 
militants were operating in 
the area, U.S. military 
spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bryan Hiiferty. 

"This is a simultaneous 
operation we are conducting 
throughout the whole of the 
southern, southeastern and 
eastern parts of the country," 
he said. 
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Nato Chief Ponders Iraq Rolel 



Pakistan Leader Works to Stop TalibcU) 


Dec 10--The outgoing 
Nato chief has 

questioned whether the 
alliance has the 

capacity to play a 
greater military role in 
Iraq while it is involved 
in Afghanistan. 

"It's not beyond the 
realms of possibility... 
but not until we've got 
Afghanistan right," 
Nato Secretary General 
Lord Robertson said. 

Last week, US 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell urged Nato to 
do "more to support 
peace and stability in 
Iraq". 

Nato currently gives 
indirect support to the 
Polish-led division in 


Sixteen of Nato's 19 
members belong to the 
US-led coalition in Iraq. 

In Afghanistan, Nato 
troops are stationed in 
the capital Kabul - the 
alliance's first 

deployment outside 
Europe. 

The contingent is 
separate from the force 
of at least 11,500 US-led 
troops, who are tackling 
remnants of al-Qaeda 
and the former Taleban 
regime. 

"Things tend to happen 
incrementally rather than 
with a big bang," Lord 
Robertson told the BBC 
Radio 4's Today 


programme. 

"And at the moment. 
Nato's go.t one big bang 
- and that is taking over 
the stabilisation force 
(Isaf) in Kabul." 

But it was possible, he 
said, that "next year at 
some point a bigger role 
in Iraq could be put 
forward" for Nato. 
taking into account that 
the US had said it 
planned to hand over 
power to Iraqis at the 
end of June and start 
withdrawing its troops. 

However. Lord 

Robertson admitted that 
such a mission "would 
strain" the alliance. 

He also said that one ol 
the worst crises in Nato 
history over the US-led 
invasion in Iraq was 
"disappearing and the 
consciousness about the 
importance of making 
sure that post-conflict 
Iraq is dealt with is 
growing". 




Dec 9 lh —PARIS (AP) - 
Pakistan's prime minister 
said Tuesday that Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai is 
wrong to blame his country 
lor failing to stop al-Qaida 
from launching cross-border 
attacks. 

Prime Minister Zafarullah 
Khan Jamali told The 
Associated Press that 
Pakistan is doing all it can 
to curb assaults by Taliban 
rebels and their al-Qaida 
allies in neighboring 
Afghanistan, and that the 
problem rests with the 
Afghan government. 

"If they (Afghanis) can't 
stand up on their own feet, 
it s not the fault of 
Pakistan." Jamali said in an 
AP interview. "They're 
shifting the blame to 
Pakistan. We don't accept 

it." 

lie said Pakistan "openly 
supports" Karzai's 

government and has taken 
steps to slop assaults. 
"Pakistan has moved its 
forces to the tribal areas in 
the border belt to curb the 
situation." said Jamali. on a 
state visit to France. 
"Alghanislan should come 


up with more responsible 
statements." 

U.S. and Afghan officials 
have repeatedly claimed that 
the Taliban and al-Qaida 
launch attacks in Afghanistan 
against U.S. troops and 
Afghan officials, then lice 
back across the mountainous 
border into Pakistan's tribal 
regions. 

An unknown number of al- 
Qaida fighters lied from 
Afghanistan across the border 
into Pakistan after the U.S.- 
led coalition ousted the 
Taliban regime in late 2001. 
Recently. Pakistan has 
stepped up efforts to prevent 
pro-Taliban forces from using 
its territory as a base for 
attacks in Afghanistan. But 
U.S. and Afghan officials, 
including Karzai, have said 
much more needs to be done 
to stop such assaults. 

Jamali s comments come on 
the heels of Operation 
Avalanche, the biggest 
offensive by the U.S. military 
in Afghanistan since the fall 
of the hardline Taliban two 
years ago. The operation, 
launched Dec. 2. was 
designed to root out 
insurgents before the brutally 
cold winter months. 


On Dec. 9, hundreds of U.S. 
soldiers stormed into an area 
near Khost, near the border 
with Pakistan, where several 
recent attacks on coalition 
personnel have taken place, 
the U.S. military said. 

Pakistan was a staunch 
supporter of the Taliban for 
years. But under U.S. 
pressure, Islamabad abruptly 
switched sides and allied 
itself with the United Stales 
after the Sept. I I terror 
attacks. 

Meanwhile, Jamali spoke 
optimistically of moving 
toward a permanent end to 
the decades-long conflict 
between Pakistan and India 
over the disputed territory ol 
Kashmir. 

Jamali said his government 
found Indian Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to be a 
leader with whom positive 
dialogue could he conducted. 

"There has to be a time when 
the issues have to be solved. 

I think. I hope it is the right 
time. Because with Mr. 
Vajpayee, I think it's easier 
tor us in Pakistan to talk and 
discuss. He understands; he 's ; 
a very seasoned politician." 
Jamali said. 


Rumsfeld Backs Targeting Rebels, 1 Tests Hold Key to Afghan Raid 

Dec 10 —US Defence Ghazni province. General Myers said. "But I ___ * _ J _ 


Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld has defended 
American attempts to kill 
rebel leaders in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. 

"We would be happy to 
have them surrender. And 
if they don’t, we would be 
happy to kill them." Mr 
Rumsfeld said at a 
Pentagon briefing on 
Tuesday. 

Ilis comments came just 
days after nine Afghan 
children died in a 

weekend US air raid on a 
remote Afghan village in 

c cr 

Ghazni province. 

The US military now says 
six children died in 
another US raid near 
Garde/. Mr Rumsfeld and 
US Air Force General 
Richard Myers, the 

chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, expressed 
condolences over the 
children's deaths in 


Ghazni province. General Myers said. "But I 

can tell you the kind of 
They said Brigadier vetting that the process 
General Lloyd Austin. US goes through, from the 
commander ol Joint Task beginnings of intelligence 
Force ISO in Afghanistan, to the final operation, is 
visited the village anil exquisite." 
launched an investigation 

into the incident. "And we're not going to be 

perfect. And we found that 
At the Washington out in Afghanistan. And 
briefing, Mr Rumsfeld we haven't been perfect," 
dismissed the view that US he added. General Myers 
raids amounted to "targeted said it was still "unclear" 
killings" as a whether the intended 

"misunderstanding of the target of Saturday’s raid in 
tact that we’re in a war". Ghazni province was 

killed. Nine children and 
" Thc impl'catioii. or (he one man were killed when 
connotation, of '.a,-feted us jcts fircd r()ckcls m(J 


killing'. 


1 think. is bullets at thc emote 
unlotumate because it village, which US officials 
suggests an appetite to do say was housing „ nlcmbcr 

that, which is not the case." of , he Talchan . MuMah 
he said. General Myers w tzir 
echoed his words, insisting 

that the US military The Afghan President, 
selected its Largets with T , Hamid Karzai. and the 
"exquisite "'^Stire. United Nations have 

Jf ' 

expressed shock at the raid 
"There are risks any time |hal resu | ted in the dealhs 

you go after any target." 0 f s0 ma „ y chi | dren . 


unfortunate because it 
suggests an appetite to do 
that, which is not the case,” 


BBC - US forces in 
Afghanistan are still trying 
to identify whether they 
killed their target in a 
bungled raid on Saturday 
that claimed nine children. 

The attack in a remote area 
of southern Ghazni province 
was aimed at former 
Taleban militant, Mullah 
Wazir. 

The US said initially that the 
mullah had been killed but 
now says DNA tests are 
being carried out. 

Coalition spokesman 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bryan 
Hilferty admitted such 
bombing errors could 
alienate the population. 

He also said US forces had 
begun "Operation 

Avalanche" at the weekend 
in eastern and southern 
Afghanistan, which would 
pit 2,000 troops against 
resurgent Taleban forces. 

Mullah Wazir, a former low- 
ranking member of the 
Taleban, was thought to be 
behind the murders of two 
foreign contractors working 
on a ring road. 

Seven boys, two girls and a 
25-year-old man were killed 
when two A-10 American 
planes fired rockets and 
bullets into a group of 
villagers sitting under a tree 


in the village of Hutala. loss of innocent life. 


US officials said they were 
acting on extensive 
intelligence and had killed the 
mullah, but local Afghans told 
the BBC's Crispin Thorold the 
intended target had left the 
village 10 days earlier. 

President Hamid Karzai has 
expressed his shock at the 
incident. 

He said his government had 
sent a team of investigators 
to the scene and had also 
sent officials to ensure the 
victims' families were being 
helped. 

The Afghan president said US 
forces should ensure that 
future operations were better 
co-ordinated with the Afghan 
Government to ensure such 
incidents would not happen 
again. 

The United Nations has also 
condemned the incident as 
"profoundly distressing " and 
called for a swift inquiry. 

US ground forces found the 
bodies of the children near 
that of the man thought to be 
the intended target, US 
military spokesman Major 
Christopher West said. 

A commission has been 
formed to investigate the 
incident, he said, adding that 
the US military regretted the 


On Monday, Colonel Hilferty 
said: "Such mistakes could 
make the Afghan people 
think ill of the coalition." 

Senior US officers flew into 
the village on Sunday to 
offer condolences and help. 

They insisted they did not 
know the children were there 
when the attack was 
ordered. 

But Sadokhan Ambarkhil, 
deputy governor of Paktika 
province, said such mistakes 
created great resentment. 

"Every innocent who is killed 
has brothers, uncles, sisters 
and nephews - and behind 
them the tribe. If 10 people 
are killed, how many people 
are saddened?" he asked. 

Saturday's bombing is the 
latest in a series of attacks 
by US-led forces which have 
resulted in the deaths of 
dozens of Afghan civilians 
since the start of the 
campaign against the 
Taleban and al-Qaeda in 
October 2001. 

Although in many areas 
Afghans welcome the 
presence of American troops 
and other foreigners, there is 
hostility in some southern 
and eastern parts, our 
correspondent says. 
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